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How to make sense of legacy code with little documentation?

MATLAB Copilot
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MATLAB Copilot integrates Generative AI into MATLAB 
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MATLAB Copilot: Optimized for MATLAB

▪ Tightly integrated with MATLAB

▪ Responses are based on the latest 

MathWorks documentation

▪ Tuned for modeling workflows
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Three ways to use MATLAB Copilot

Copilot Chat Copilot ActionsCopilot in the Editor 

and Command Window

1. 2. 3.
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1. Copilot Chat
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Get suggestions for prompting

Quickly run and assess code

Based on MathWorks Documentation

Copilot Chat
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2. Copilot in the Editor and Command Window
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Describe the code you want

Edit code using natural language

Get suggestions while typing

Copilot in the Editor and Command Window
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3. Copilot Actions



16

Authoring code is only one part of the story.  Much time is spent 

understanding and evaluating code.

Povarov, Nikita (2022, May 20) AI for Software Developers: a Future or a New Reality?. 

InfoQ. https://www.infoq.com/articles/ai-for-software-developers/ 

Understanding 

code (35%)

Other coding-

related activities: 

debug etc. 

(10%)

Writing code (5%)

Non-coding activities: 

meetings, planning, learning 

(50%)
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Actions provide timely assistance in common workflows
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What

How
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How it works Validating it works



22* generating tests requires MATLAB Test
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Understand what the code does

Add comments to the code

Write example test cases

Copilot Actions

(with MATLAB Test)
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MATLAB Copilot: Optimized for MATLAB

▪ Tightly integrated with MATLAB

▪ Responses are based on the latest 

MathWorks documentation

▪ Tuned for modelling workflows

Learn more at mathworks.com/products/matlab-copilot

https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-copilot.html
https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-copilot.html
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Adopting to a world with Generative AI with MATLAB Copilot

Requires learning new skills

How to prompt and iterate on a response?

How to process the generated results?

How do I know what the AI’s strengths and 

weaknesses are?  

• Documentation on writing good prompts

• Suggested follow-up prompts

• Try the code before using it

• Ask for explanations of code

• Use Actions as a starting point

• Work your way up from simpler problems

• My favorite: start with plotting 
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MATLAB Copilot is a new product that connects LLMs in the cloud 

to MATLAB

▪ Available as an annual subscription

▪ An internet connection is required

▪ MathWorks does not use end-user 

data submitted to MATLAB Copilot to 

train AI models. Your data is used only 

to fulfill your requests

– More information is available upon request
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Learn More

▪ Product Information: 

https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-
copilot.html 

▪ Documentation:

https://www.mathworks.com/help/matlab-
copilot/

▪ Coursera Short Course:

https://www.coursera.org/learn/matlab-copilot 

▪ FAQ:

https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-
copilot/faq.html

https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-copilot.html
https://www.mathworks.com/products/matlab-copilot.html
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Questions?
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